OUR PART IN THE GREAT COMMISSION

Sermonette Ann Arbor, Michigan  12-7-02

BONITA’S GREETING

YESTERDAY, DESPITE HAVING THE DAY OFF FROM WORK AS A VACATION DAY, AND DESPITE THE UNPLEASANTLY COLD WEATHER, I DROVE FROM WIXOM TO FERNDALE TO RESTOCK GOOD NEWS MAGAZINES FOR THE CHURCH’S NEWSTAND PROGRAM.  ONE LOCATION THERE, AN S.A.L. STORE, CAN HAVE 150 MAGAZINES OR MORE PICKED UP PER WEEK.  MY OTHER LOCATIONS NOWADAYS DO FAR LESS, PERHAPS 10 OR 15, OR EVEN 1 OR 2.

BUT WHY SHOULD I OR OTHERS IN THE CHURCH DO SUCH EVANGELISTIC WORK?  SHOULD WE BE WILLING TO DO PERSONAL EVANGELISM?  WE KNOW AS IT IS ABOUT 50% OF THE PEOPLE IN THE CHURCH IN RECENT DECADES CAME IN DO TO PERSONAL EVANGELISM, EVEN IF MANY OF THEM WERE FAMILY MEMBERS.  SO AVERAGE MEMBERS, NOT JUST MINISTERS, HAVE BEEN DOING THIS ALL ALONG AT SOME LEVEL.

S.P.S.  WE SHOULD BE WILLING TO TAKE DIRECT PART IN EVANGELIZING THE WORLD, WHETHER IT IS BY DISTRIBUTING LITERATURE OR SPEAKING ABOUT OUR FAITH WHEN THE OPPORTUNITY ARISES.

MATT. 28:18-20

VERSE 20 SHOWS THAT THIS IS FOR US ALSO, NOT JUST THE APOSTLES, SINCE ALL THEIR DISCIPLES WERE TO BE TAUGHT TO DO WHATEVER JESUS COMMANDED THEM TO DO.  A “DISCIPLE” IS A STUDENT OR LEARNER OF GOD’S WAYS, JUST AS THE APOSTLES WERE THEMSELVES.

SO HOW DOES THIS TEXT APPLY TO OURSELVES PERSONALLY?  THE TRADITION IN OUR CHURCH SUBCULTURE HAS BEEN PUT HARSHLY BY CRITICS AS “PAY AND PRAY.”  THAT IS, LAYMEMBERS TITHE AND GIVE OFFERINGS TO HELP THE PUBLIC EVANGELISTIC WORK DONE BY THE CENTRAL AUTHORITY THROUGH THE PAID MEDIA, SUCH AS TELEVISION AND THE MAGAZINES, AND PRAY TO GOD FOR ITS GENERAL SUCCESS.

BUT THESE AREN’T THE ONLY WAYS TO DO THIS, ALTHOUGH FOR SOME IT MAY BE ALL OR MAINLY WHAT THEY CAN DO.  

WE FACE THE ISSUE OF POTENTIALLY COMITTING A SIN OF OMISSION WHEN WE CAN DO SOMETHING GOOD BUT DON’T DO IT BECAUSE OF THE FEAR OF WHAT OTHERS MAY THINK OR BECAUSE WE THINK WE LACK THE TIME, ETC.

THE UNITED CHURCH OF GOD HAS MADE IT RELATIVELY EASY FOR US TO GET MORE INVOLVED DIRECTLY IN DOING EVANGELISTIC WORK.

BY DISTRIBUTING THE GOOD NEWS MAGAZINES OURSELVES IN STORES AND OTHER OUTLETS, OR BY PUTTING OUT BROCHURES OFFERING IT, WE CAN DO OUR PART IN EVANGELIZATION WITHOUT HAVING TO DIRECTLY CONFRONT PEOPLE ABOUT THE GOSPEL IN MOST CASES.  IT NORMALLY ONLY REQUIRES TALKING TO STORE MANAGEMENT ONCE IN A CONVERSATION THAT MAY HARDLY TOUCH ON RELIGION.  

USE S.A.L.’S AND FERNDALE FOODLAND’S EXAMPLES, HARDLY HAD TO EXPLAIN ANYTHING.  HOME VIDEO STORE SITUATION, LATER IMPROVEMENT IN LOCATION.  A GIVEN MANAGER’S LACK OF ENTHUSIASM NOT IMPORTANT OFTEN IF DOES GIVE PERMISSION.

WRITER’S CIRCLE IDEA OF AMY FOUNDATION CONCERNING WRITING LETTERS TO THE EDITOR OF SECULAR PUBLICATIONS, ESPECIALLY DAILY NEWSPAPERS.  DONE UNDER “OLD MANAGEMENT” IN LANSING.

PARABLE OF SOWER

MARK 8:4-15

ONE CRITICISM OF EVANGELISTIC WORK IS THE (OFTEN HIGH PERCENTAGE) OF CASES IN WHICH THE MAGAZINE OR OTHER PIECE OF LITERATURE IS THROWN AWAY OR IGNORED WHEN IT IS RECEIVED.  DIRECT MARKETERS, WHO SEND OUT JUNK MAIL FOR YOUR BUSINESS, WOULD BE VERY IMPRESSED TO RECEIVE EVEN A 5% RESPONSE TO THEIR SOLICITATIONS.  IF THEY ARE HAPPY TO GET THIS KIND OF RESPONSE, AND THEY ARE PROFIT-MAKING ENTITIES, SHOULDN’T WE BE HAPPY TO RECEIVE ANY KIND OF RESPONSE THAT’S SIMILAR.

EVANGELISM IS ALSO ABOUT WARNING PEOPLE AND GETTING SOME PEOPLE TO IMPROVE THEIR LIVES INCREMENTALLY, EVEN IF UNCALLED.  SUPPOSE SOMEBODY GIVES UP SMOKING OR A DRINKING PROBLEM DUE TO THE UCG’S LITERATURE, BUT ISN’T CALLED NOW.  THEY ARE THAT MUCH MORE READY FOR THE SECOND RESURRECTION THEN.

EXAMPLE OF FATHER OF MINISTER WHO DID MY GRANDMOTHER’S FUNERAL:  LEFT CATHOLIC CHURCH FOR (PRESUMABLY) A PROTESTANT ONE DUE TO INFLUENCE OF HERBERT W. ARMSTRONG.  2 SDA CASES IN JACKSON EXAMPLE ALSO.

ROMANS 10:13-15

GOD USES HUMAN MEANS TO SPREAD HIS TRUTH.  TRUE, GOD COULD MAKE THE ROCKS CRY OUT IF HE WISHED, BUT FOR NOW, AT LEAST, HE IS USING US.

WE SHOULD BE WILLING TO BRING UP OUR FAITH WHEN THE RIGHT CONTEXT APPEARS AT WORK OR WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS IN THE WORLD.  WE SHOULDN’T FORCE THINGS, AND BRING UP THE SUBJECT DIRECTLY IN MOST CASES.  BUT IF AN OPPORTUNITY ARISES, OUR PERSONAL EXAMPLE BY ITSELF DOESN’T PREACH THE CONTENT OF THE GOSPEL BY ITSELF.  IT’S NECESSARY TO SAY SPECIFIC THINGS FOR THAT TO OCCUR.

9-11 REMEMBRANCE CEREMONY AT WORK.  REQUESTED GATHERING IN WHICH PEOPLE HELD HANDS.  IT WAS AS IF MANY PEOPLE WANTED A PRAYER OR REFERENCE TO GOD, BUT WERE AFRAID TO SAY IT.  SO I DID, GIVEN THIS CONTEXT CREATED BY OTHERS.  SIMILAR SITUATION TO THANKSGIVING DINNER, WHEN COUSIN REQUESTED PRAYER, I PROVIDED ONE WHEN OLDER PEOPLE PRESENT DIDN’T WISH TO DO IT.

SO LET’S BE WILLING TO DIRECTLY PARTICIPATE IN EVANGELISM BEYOND WHAT HAS BEEN HARSHLY LABELED “PAY AND PRAY.”  WHEN THE OPPORTUNITY ARISES AT WORK, AND IT CERTAINLY WILL OCCUR DURING THE CHRISTMAS SEASON, WE SHOULD BE READY AND WILLING TO STATE BRIEFLY WHY WE AREN’T PARTICIPATING IN THE SEASONAL FESTIVITIES.  AND WE SHOULD ALSO BE WILLING TO CONSIDER HELPING THE CHURCH’S PAID MEDIA EFFORTS BY DISTRIBUTING MAGAZINES, BROCHURES, ETC., THROUGH VARIOUS STORES AND OTHER INSTITUTIONS AS WELL.  FOR THE GREAT COMMISSION WASN’T GIVEN ONLY FOR THE LEADERS OF THE CHURCH; IT IS FOR LAYMEMBERS TO FULFILL AS WELL.
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